Wind Builds the Future
in Rural Communities

Communities across the country,

particularly those in rural
areas, currently face a barrage
of challenges as they seek to
build vibrant local economies.
Attracting and retaining young
people, adequately funding
schools, and providing essential
services have all proved difficult
in recent years. And that was
before the COVID-19-induced
recession added another layer
of uncertainty. However, some
communities are overcoming
these obstacles better than
others—those hosting wind
projects.
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Wind Builds the Future in Rural Communities

Wind projects pay over $1.6 billion in state and local taxes and landowner lease
payments every year, and this number only goes up as more wind projects come online.
This critical revenue helps bridge budget shortfalls and allows communities to invest

in their future, providing new resources to expand opportunities in their schools and

| social services. The jobs needed to build, operate and maintain wind projects offer

| young people careers that will support their families without needing to leave home, and
i lease payments provide farmers and ranchers a drought-proof cash crop that stabilizes
agricultural economies.

The following case studies, spanning nine states, provide specific examples of local
| benefits wind projects create, and highlight the many ways wind is building a prosperous
| future.

O’BRIEN COUNTY, IOWA
Nancy McDowell, O'Brien County Supervisor

Nestled near the heart of the “wind belt” in the northwest corner of lowa, lies a county
known as one of the most wind-friendly areas in the state—O’'Brien County. Since 2016,

| O’'Brien County has hosted three wind farms, Highland 1&11 and O'Brien, producing over
500 MW of energy, putting them in the top three counties for total wind capacity in the
state. O’Brien county has been vital to lowa's wind energy success story and continues to
play a role in the state's national leadership in utilizing this natural resource.

{ O'Brien County has looked to wind energy
Between the added valuation to grow its tax base, attract and retain a

. younger population, create jobs and provide
| and increased taxes, we were valuable revenue to landowners who have

. ableto actually reduce tax been impacted by the struggling farm
rates when many counties economy. The county has seen substantial

|

. in lowa were having to raise

increases in funding for its schools, a
decrease in its property taxes, and a boost
taxes immensely to cover
increased costs.

to the locals’ pocketbook, which has allowed
many of the county’s farmers to pay off
debts, expand their operations and send
their children off to college.

During the construction of these wind farms, O'Brien County saw a massive economic
boom. For three years, the county saw hundreds of workers dine and shop at its local
businesses, rent and buy housing and utilize the local recreation. Many of these workers
chose to stay in the county permanently to raise their families.

Challenges remain, however, for O'Brien. Like with other small, rural counties, O’Brien
has an aging population, a lack of affordable housing and has too many job openings to

fill with people. While wind energy has helped stimulant parts of the local economy, kept
taxes low, and retain some of its younger population, it will take more to alleviate some of
these local stresses.
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